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Abstract: This study aims to describe the management, implementation, and 
supporting and inhibiting factors of the center learning model at SD Negeri 1 
Pematang Panggang, Indonesia, during the 2025/2026 academic year. A qualitative 
approach with a descriptive method was employed, utilizing interviews, observation, 
and documentation to gather data from 15 teacher respondents implementing the 
center model. The findings reveal three key aspects. First, the management of learning 
centers encompasses comprehensive planning, organizing, actuating, and controlling 
processes, both internally and externally. Second, the implementation is structured 
around four distinct centers preparation, nature, blocks and creativity, and acting and 
physical exercise rotated from Monday to Thursday, with Fridays dedicated to 
thematic culmination activities. Third, evaluation is conducted in a staged manner, 
including daily, weekly, mid-semester, and end-of-semester assessments to monitor 
student progress and report to parents. The novelty of this study lies in its detailed 
documentation of a complete, phased management system for center-based learning 
within a specific Indonesian primary school context. Practically, these findings offer a 
replicable framework for other schools seeking to adopt or refine similar pedagogical 
models. The study contributes to educational literature by providing empirical 
evidence on the operational dynamics of center learning, demonstrating how 
structured management, diverse center types, and systematic evaluation collectively 
enhance the implementation of this approach in primary education. 
 
Keywords: Center Learning Model, Elementary Education, Learning Management, 

Scientific Approach  
 
A. Introduction 
 
Education is the process of changing the attitudes and behavior of an individual or 
group in an effort to mature human beings through teaching and training (Dewia & 
Alam, 2020). In the national education system, it is a development effort aimed at. 
Essentially, education is a process of fostering human behavior, in which children 
must learn to think, feel, and act more perfectly and better than before. To achieve this 
goal, education must be directed at all aspects of the individual, encompassing 
physical, mental, spiritual, and moral aspects. Education is also responsible for 
creating a complete generation, as stated in the national policy guidelines, namely the 
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realization of a peaceful, democratic, just, competitive, advanced, and prosperous 
Indonesian society within the framework of the unitary state of the Republic of 
Indonesia. Education is supported by healthy, independent, faithful, pious, and noble 
individuals who are patriotic, legally and environmentally conscious, proficient in 
science and technology, and possess a strong work ethic and discipline (Sahir & 
Zainuddin, 2024). Learning models are seen as playing a crucial role in successful 
learning because they adapt to students’ needs. Therefore, teachers are expected to 
deliver material appropriately without causing students to become bored. Instead, 
students are expected to be engaged and continue learning with sustained curiosity 
(Karcher et al., 2022). 
 
The BCCT (Beyond Centers and Circle Time) learning model, commonly referred to 
as centers, is believed to stimulate all aspects of a child’s intelligence (multiple 
intelligence) through directed play, a learning setting that encourages children to be 
active, creative, and think critically by exploring their own experiences (Hasani, 2025; 
Werdiningsih & Rochmah, 2023). Children are encouraged to play in activity centers, 
while educators function as designers, supporters, and assessors of children’s 
activities. Learning is individualized, so design, support, and assessment are tailored 
to each child’s developmental needs. This learning model emphasizes more than just 
play, as in previous kindergartens. Instead, each student is given the opportunity to 
learn while playing with a group of other students. To achieve good results at the end 
of the lesson, teachers must motivate students and prevent them from feeling bored 
during the learning process. BCCT (Beyond Centers and Circle Time), or centers, is a 
learning method oriented towards the needs and development of early childhood. 
BCCT (Beyond Centers and Circle Time) is an educational approach developed based 
on empirical studies and experiments by the Creative Center for Childhood Research 
and Training (CCRT) in Florida, USA (Soleha & Anjani, 2025).  
 
According to Abarua & Aihena (2024), BCCT method has been implemented for over 
25 years, both for children with special needs and normal abilities. The center-based 
learning approach naturally brings the real world into the classroom and encourages 
children to make connections between their knowledge and its application in their 
daily lives. With this center-based approach, children learn better when the 
environment is created naturally, and learning becomes more meaningful when they 
experience what they are learning, not just know it. At the elementary school level, 
grades 1, 2, and 3 are categorized as early childhood because children enjoy playing. 
Play provides a platform for children to explore their environment, stimulate their five 
senses, and build their knowledge through learning. Play is a direct and ongoing 
learning process for children, empowering them to explore the world, interact with 
others, express and control their emotions, and develop their symbolic abilities (Arda 
Tuncdemir, 2025). 
 
According to Purwulan (2024), education in elementary school grades 1, 2, and 3 does 
not yet consider children’s developmental stages. This is because educators emphasize 
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curriculum achievement, a tendency to give orders, use teacher-centered methods, use 
the DDCH (sit, listen, note, memorize) learning system, use a single resource, and use 
learning media (student worksheets), which can make students bored and teachers 
less creative. The reality, as confirmed by Hidajat’s et al. (2020) study, is that school 
education tends to be boring. A simple indicator is that children are happy when the 
teacher is absent. This is because the educational system still places a burden on 
children. At Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School, Mesuji District, Ogan 
Komering Ilir Regency, the introduction and training of the centered learning 
approach has been frequently conducted since centered learning was introduced to 
the educational institution. Besides being child-friendly, the materials used, which 
utilize objects from the surrounding environment, help children become more familiar 
with their surroundings and facilitate their understanding of the material presented 
by the teacher. Consequently, centered learning has been an option at Pematang 
Panggang 1 Public Elementary School since 2012. 
 
Centers are considered a learning model capable of accommodating elementary 
school children to learn, framed within a playful concept, tailored to the needs of early 
childhood in grades I, II, and III at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. 
According to Agil Tri Budhiati & Darsinah (2024), center learning provides a holistic 
and interconnected learning experience aligned with the learning theme. Center 
learning can utilize learning media available in the surrounding environment without 
incurring high costs. The high level of creativity of educators in designing learning 
media makes learning more enjoyable by presenting tools and materials found in the 
surrounding environment or frequently encountered by children. The rapid 
development of early childhood in the early elementary grades necessitates changes 
to the learning model in first grade to support their development. Learning in 
Indonesia must be aligned with children’s development, starting from playgroups, 
kindergarten, and the early elementary grades (grades 1, 2, and 3), namely through 
play. Learning through play can be implemented using the BCCT learning model. 
When planning center learning, determining the theme is cruscial. This ensures more 
focused learning and achieves its objectives. If a theme is deemed too broad, it can be 
further broken down into specific subthemes. 
 
According to Nicholas et al. (2021), center learning is an approach aimed at 
stimulating all aspects of a child’s potential so that this potential can develop 
optimally. Center learning seeks to bring the real world into the child’s world through 
the concept of learning through play. This approach views play as the most 
appropriate means for children to learn. Besides being enjoyable, play can also be used 
as a means for children to learn actively, creatively, and innovatively. According to 
(Jasman, 2022), each center supports child development through three types of play: 
sensorimotor or functional play, role-play, and constructive play (building children’s 
thinking). These three types of play are as follows: 

1. Sensorimotor or Functional Play: Children learn through their five senses and 
physical connection with their environment by providing opportunities to 



Journal of Social Work and Science Education 
Volume 7 (1) 2026, 845-861 
E-ISSN 2723-6919, P-ISSN 2746-0827  
 

 

848 

interact with a variety of materials and play equipment both indoors and 
outdoors. 

2. Role-play, also known as symbolic play, pretend play, fantasy, imagination, or 
drama, supports the cognitive, social, and emotional development of children 
aged three to six. 

 
The learning process is developed through play and attention to the development of 
students’ potential, resulting in creative, intelligent, healthy, independent, adaptable, 
and environmentally sensitive children. This requires a high level of creativity from 
both managers and educators to develop games. The success of a center-based play 
approach is largely determined by its implementation. Good implementation is 
strongly influenced by sound planning (Tarlao et al., 2024). Management is a unique 
process consisting of actions planning, organizing, activating, and supervising carried 
out to determine and achieve predetermined goals through the utilization of human 
and other resources (Ahiruddin, 2025). For the center-based play approach to run 
optimally, proper management is required. Based on the above conclusions, the 
researcher is interested in conducting research on elementary school learning 
management using the center approach at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary 
School. The room is designed as a play area for children to feel happy and comfortable, 
thus fostering their potential. Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School, Mesuji 
District, Ogan Komering Ilir Regency, is one of the formal educational institutions that 
uses the center-based learning model with a scientific approach. 
 
Based on preliminary observations conducted by the researcher between March 29, 
2025, and April 2, 2025, with teachers at SDN 1 Pematang Panggang, data obtained 
indicated that the collaboration between teachers and the principal in implementing 
the scientific approach of the Independent Curriculum using the centered learning 
model was very good. In an interview with the principal, he revealed that when SDN 
1 Pematang Panggang, Mesuji District, was established in 2013, it still used a classical 
learning model. In 2023, the school transitioned to a centered learning model. The 
researcher was interested in conducting this research at SDN 1 Pematang Panggang, 
Mesuji District, Ogan Komering Ilir Regency, where the centered learning model is 
used for learning in grades 1, 2, and 3. The centered learning models implemented at 
SDN 1 Pematang Panggang include a match-fun center, a language center, a physical 
exercise and music center, a role-playing center, a worship center, a science center, a 
block center, an art and project center, and a life skill center. Then, the author was 
interested in conducting research at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang, because it is 
one of the elementary schools in Mesuji District that applies the center learning model. 
The learning center at SDN 1 Pematang Panggang has developed rapidly in recent 
years, especially with the change in the Independent Curriculum learning model. The 
application of the scientific approach, and many parents who prefer SD Negeri 1 
Pematang Panggang, Mesuji District, Ogan Komering Ilir Regency, after knowing that 
the teachers of SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang use the scientific approach in their 
learning with the activities of observing, asking, gathering information, reasoning, 
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and communicating learning materials according to the theme to be delivered with 
reference to the Daily Learning Implementation Plan guidelines. 
 
The scientific approach of the center and its application to the learning theme 
according to the theme is used according to the student’s condition, Graduation 
Standards, Basic Competencies, and indicators of achievement of results. The 
researcher will explain the form of application of the scientific approach in the center 
learning model with the Daily Learning Implementation Plan as a reference for 
implementing learning. The implementation of the scientific approach to learning 
using the center learning model of teacher activities towards students is observing, 
asking questions, collecting information, associating, and communicating with the 
sub-theme of the five senses contained in the Daily Learning Implementation Plan at 
SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang, Mesuji District, Ogan Komering Ilir Regency, 
Academic Year 2025/2026. 
 
B. Methods 
 
This study employed a qualitative approach and a descriptive qualitative method. 
According to Moleong (2021), qualitative research is a research procedure that 
produces descriptive data in the form of written or spoken words from people and 
observable behavior. The researcher’s purpose in using this research is because the 
problems to be discussed in this study are in the form of written and unwritten words, 
not numbers. This study employed a descriptive qualitative approach because the 
researcher intended to outline, describe, and illustrate the implementation of the 
centered approach at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang, Mesuji District, Ogan 
Komering Ilir Regency. The research was conducted at SD Negeri 1 Pematang 
Panggang, Mesuji District, Ogan Komering Ilir Regency in the 2025/2026 academic 
year from May to August 2025. The study aimed to obtain in-depth and 
comprehensive data and information regarding elementary school learning 
management using the centered approach at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang, Mesuji 
District.  
 
The target subjects of this study were the principal and teachers at Pematang 
Panggang 1 Public Elementary School, Mesuji District. The research subjects were 
selected purposively, meaning they were chosen based on specific considerations and 
objectives. The purpose of this research was to obtain as much information as possible 
from various reliable sources so that the information obtained could be validated. The 
research subjects were chosen to obtain information regarding the implementation of 
the center approach at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School, Mesuji 
District. This study employed a qualitative approach, which produces descriptive data 
in the form of specific categories, characteristics, or traits. In this study, related data 
was obtained from the principal, along with the teachers, staff, and students at 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School, Mesuji District, Ogan Komering Ilir 
Regency, within a natural setting, with the researcher as the key instrument. The type 
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of research used in this study was a case study, a detailed research design that 
examines the research object over a specific period of time in sufficient depth and 
comprehensiveness. This design is used in qualitative research.  
 
This research technique used interviews, observation, and documentation. 
Triangulation techniques were employed. Triangulation of data sources must be 
reinforced with theory to enhance the validity of the research results. Method 
triangulation is also necessary to test the credibility of the data. After checking and 
rechecking the data, discussions with colleagues are necessary to ensure the data 
obtained has a sufficient level of validity. Data analysis is carried out by organizing 
the data, breaking it down into units, synthesizing it, arranging it into patterns, 
selecting what is important and what will be studied, and drawing conclusions that 
can be shared with others (Bogdan et al., 2024). This study used a single social 
situation data analysis stage, namely data analysis conducted at the research location. 
The data analysis technique used in this study is the concept proposed by Miles and 
Huberman, who state that activities in qualitative data analysis are carried out 
interactively and continuously at each stage of the research until completion and data 
saturation (Naeem et al., 2024).  
 
C. Results and Discussion 
 
Learning Planning Using the Center Approach at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
In center-based learning, teachers must make administrative preparations related to 
the center (Apat, 2022). These preparations serve as a reference for teachers in the 
learning process. The planning carried out by teachers at SD Negeri 1 Pematang 
Panggang before participating in center-based learning serves as a measure of their 
readiness for the learning process. In preparing for learning, teachers at SD Negeri 1 
Pematang Panggang must prepare the learning administration, media, and learning 
tools for the center-based learning. Center-based learning planning is closely related 
to determining the center-based learning activities to be carried out, as planning in 
center-based learning is a process of determining the direction and implementation of 
these activities by identifying the necessary requirements (Saro & Pelesco, 2025). The 
readiness of teachers at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang in preparing center-based 
learning materials will facilitate the center-based learning process. Teaching and 
learning activities will be directed and measurable when center-based learning 
planning is carefully prepared so that the objectives of center-based learning at SD 
Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang will be achieved as expected. 
 
This demonstrates that the planning of centered learning, which directly involved the 
principal of Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School, fostered effective 
collaboration and time efficiency. The centered learning program was developed 
through deliberation and collaboration and was immediately approved and 
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implemented by the principal. The importance of planning in producing a successful 
centered learning program at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School 
depends heavily on the skills of the teachers who design the centered learning plan. 
This is because centered learning itself is a system with interrelated components. 
Without proper planning, centered learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School will not be implemented effectively, and the desired goals will not 
be achieved optimally. 
 
Findings of the Centered Learning Approach Type at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
In the centered approach, the learning process is developed in centers designated by 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. Many types of centers have been 
developed and implemented in Indonesia, but there is one type implemented at 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. The type of center implemented is 
tailored to the institution’s capacity to implement it, taking into account the needs and 
intensity of learning time at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. The 
centers implemented at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School include a 
preparatory center, a nature center, a block and creativity center, and a performing 
arts and physical exercise center. The center serves as a play area for children. 
Teachers’ creativity in organizing and preparing the learning process is 
interconnected. The variety of games will make children happy and comfortable and 
provide them with new experiences. At Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary 
School, learning is structured in a variety of ways, tailored to their grade level. Each 
day, children learn in a different center. Each day, they also experience a new play 
environment. This ensures that the children’s experiences are enriched and develop 
according to their age. 
 
Implementation of Preparation Centers in Center Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
Among the centers developed at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School is 
the preparation center. In the preparation center, children are prepared to develop 
literacy experiences such as reading, writing, and arithmetic, and learning is presented 
in a fun way, especially in lower grades, such as grades I through III. Implementing 
the preparation center at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School requires 
thorough preparation to ensure that learning objectives are achieved as planned. This 
preparation center is expected to foster children’s love of science, such as fostering 
interest in addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. The preparation center 
serves to introduce rules, mutual respect, and cooperation among peers. The 
preparation center serves as a center for play activities to prepare children for 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division in mathematics lessons at 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. This activity aims to help children 
prepare for junior high school. The ability to add, subtract, multiply, and divide 
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mathematical numbers is developed through coordination between visual, auditory, 
and speech motor skills. Mathematics is a predominantly visual learning activity, 
requiring visual perception and other sensory functions in the brain (Hawes & Ansari, 
2020; Wang et al., 2021). To develop these numerical skills, students at Pematang 
Panggang 1 Public Elementary School must possess fine motor coordination, which 
involves hand movements coordinated by the eyes and senses. They must also 
demonstrate the ability to position their bodies relative to written materials for 
mathematical calculations. 
 
Implementation of Nature Centers in Center Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
In this nature center learning, utilizing nature is the focus of first grade learning at 
Pematang Panggang State Elementary School 1. This play and learn space develops 
children’s intelligence through the use of materials found in the surrounding 
environment. This simultaneously introduces children to the use of objects found in 
the environment and instills in them a love of the environment. This nature center 
learning can also be used as a platform for children to explore and conduct simple 
experiments. This effort fosters curiosity and provides a platform for them to interact 
with their environment. The materials and play equipment used in the nature center 
enable children’s sensory motor organs to engage in learning, exploring, and 
discovering knowledge and concepts related to objects around them. Children have 
the opportunity to learn about the properties of objects, observe, touch, hold, and feel 
their textures, and also have real-life experiences, as well as distinguish the colors of 
natural objects in the “My Garden is Colorful” lesson through interactions with 
materials found in the surrounding environment. 
 
The nature center learning at Pematang Panggang State Elementary School 1 provides 
opportunities for children to explore as widely as possible. Such is the richness of 
learning facilities within the nature center. Although the materials and play 
equipment are quite simple, children have the opportunity to learn basic English 
concepts about gardens, which they can directly practice with natural objects found 
near the students at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. This also fosters 
positive attitudes and builds social skills while interacting with their playmates. The 
nature center learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School also utilizes 
natural materials, which teachers have implemented by utilizing materials found 
around the school. Teachers are required to be active and creative in utilizing objects 
and materials found around the school. 
 
Implementation of Block Center and Creativity in Center Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 
Public Elementary School 
 
The next center implemented in the learning center at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School is the block center. Here, children can play, imagine, and learn to 
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translate ideas into concrete forms using blocks. Teachers can introduce various 
geometric shapes and spatial structures as a foundation for mathematics for children 
at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. The block center is specifically 
designed to stimulate logical-mathematical, language, visual, cooperation, and 
tolerance intelligence. It can also be used to solve various problems by expressing 
children’s ideas or concepts in the form of buildings. In the block center, children at 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School can choose from the blocks provided 
according to their preferences. The emphasis in this center is on children using their 
imagination and creativity in arranging the blocks to form real buildings. Activities 
vary depending on the teacher’s creativity to stimulate and hone children’s skills. 
Ideally, each child should play with 100 blocks. This fosters creativity by using the 
available block shapes, which are arranged based on their imagination. The block 
center was implemented in Grade I of Pematang Panggang State Elementary School 1 
to instill basic mathematical concepts, shape recognition, and space in children. 
However, the 100-block portion for each child has not been fully realized at Pematang 
Panggang State Elementary School 1, given the limited number of blocks and the 
limited space of the block center. This was addressed by varying the games in the 
block center to ensure children remain happy and comfortable. While playing in the 
block center, teachers always emphasize social interaction during play. 
 
Implementation of the Performing Arts and Physical Exercise Center in Center Learning at 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School 
 
Play is a necessity for children in grades I through III at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School. Through enjoyable play, they can explore their imaginations and 
transform them into real-life actions. As in the role-playing and physical play centers, 
learning activities are designed to develop children’s full potential. At this stage, 
children enjoy imaginative activities, where they pretend and imitate experiences they 
have in the real world. Through these role-playing activities, children can develop 
their imagination. They can role-play by bringing the real world into everyday life. In 
this role-playing center, children are introduced to how to interact directly, cooperate, 
and respect their peers and others. Furthermore, children are taught to communicate 
and develop their language skills. The role-playing center provides an extraordinary 
platform for children to do things differently (Hamzah et al., 2023). The role-playing 
center generally features a variety of facilities, including play cooking equipment, 
doctor equipment, vegetable toys, fruit toys, and more, all of which can create 
meaningful learning activities for the first-grade students of Pematang Panggang 1 
Public Elementary School. 
 
Students at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School can play as sellers and 
buyers at the market, doctors, and other jobs in the surrounding villages. In this role 
playing and physical education center, students participate in various activities, such 
as serving customers, counting items, bargaining, and choosing play equipment 
tailored to the theme of the lesson. Children’s social and emotional development is 
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fostered by interactions with playmates, siblings, and parents. This role-playing 
allows children to connect the real world with their imaginations, developing 
language skills through communicative conversation. The role-playing and physical 
education center at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School provides 
engaging learning experiences for students and demonstrates teachers’ creativity in 
developing and structuring learning centers, a first step in creating a fun learning 
environment for children. The real world, presented in these activities, provides 
children with new experiences and knowledge. Through the roles they play, they 
learn about the concepts of values, togetherness, cooperation, and new vocabulary. 
 
The Learning Process of the Center Approach at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
After planning the learning center, the next step for teachers is to implement the 
learning process. The learning process is the first step for children to experience a 
planned learning process, structured in a playful atmosphere (Boysen et al., 2022; 
Hadani et al., 2021). Physical activities at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang include 
activities for children related to gross motor skills. These activities demonstrate 
teachers’ readiness to manage a play environment. These activities are aligned with 
the students’ developmental stages. Learning center approaches utilize play 
environment foundations, which are implemented through the following stages: 
initial management of the play environment; planning the density and intensity of 
experiences; having materials that support the types of play; and providing and 
organizing play opportunities for social interaction with peers. Learning will be 
successful when these stages are aligned with the needs and developmental stages of 
students at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang. A child will be able to optimize their 
full abilities when all aspects of development are properly stimulated. Because 
elementary school children in Classes I, II, and III at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang 
are in a period where all aspects of development can develop well if they receive 
stimulus or encouragement according to their age development stage. 
 
Centered learning is ideal for students in grades I, II, and III at Pematang Panggang 1 
Public Elementary School because it is so enjoyable. Essentially, children’s worlds in 
these classes revolve around play. Through play, students can easily absorb the 
lessons delivered by the teacher. For children, play is an activity they engage in 
throughout the day because, for them, play is life, and life is play. Elementary school 
children in these classes don’t differentiate between play and learning. Children 
generally enjoy play and will continue to do so wherever they have the opportunity. 
Therefore, play is one-way students learn, as it is through play that children learn 
about what they want to know and ultimately become aware of all the events around 
them. 
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Experience Base Before Playing in Center Learning at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang 
 
The steps taken in the center-based learning approach involve several stages that 
children go through. This pre-play experience serves as a bridge for teachers to 
transfer knowledge and play experiences to the children. Typically, each center 
includes at least three types of games plus one safety corner. Therefore, the 
implementation of center-based learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary 
School varies. Some centers use four types of games and a safety corner, while others 
only use three games and one safety corner. In center-based learning, each child has 
different abilities. Their ability to absorb and apply games during play also varies. In 
center-based learning, there is a corner used by children who are able to complete 
games quickly. The setting of the play area in the center-based play area is an 
interesting feature for students at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. 
The teachers’ creativity in setting this area ensures students feel comfortable in the 
play area. When the play area is safe and comfortable, students are guaranteed to feel 
happy. When students are happy, learning occurs optimally so that learning objectives 
can be achieved as expected. 
 
Experiences of Students Playing in Centered Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
Educators circulate among students at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary 
School who are playing, giving examples of how to play and use tools. Providing 
motivation and stimulation to students to expand their playing methods. Taking notes 
on what students do. Collecting students’ work at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School. When time is almost up, the teacher tells students to get ready to 
complete their activities. In center learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School, preparing the playing environment has been carried out well by 
arranging various games as an initial step to implement the pre-play steps so that 
learning runs well. Because the pre-play steps are the initial preparation in carrying 
out learning. 
 
Experience Footprint After Playing in Center Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
The next step is the post-play cleanup. This is conducted by the teacher at the end of 
the lesson. When time is up, the teacher announces it’s time to clean up, involving the 
students in the learning center at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. If 
students are not yet accustomed to tidying up, the teacher can create an engaging 
game to encourage them to participate. During tidying up, the teacher provides a 
separate area for each type of toy, allowing students to group the toys according to 
their location. Students at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School can group 
the toys according to their location in this learning center. The post-play cleanup is 
part of a series of learning activities within the learning center. Reinforcement of the 
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learning material is crucial here. The post-play cleanup in the learning center at 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School is a series of activities that aim to 
connect students’ play experiences from the beginning to the end of the lesson. The 
teacher can also foster students’ language development at Pematang Panggang 1 
Public Elementary School in the learning center by asking questions that encourage 
active conversation. Reinforcement during playtime can also serve as a bridge for 
students to connect information learned at school with parents at home. This allows 
students to replicate what they learn at Elementary School 1 Pematang Panggang at 
home. 
 
The post-play experience phase in the learning center at Elementary School 1 
Pematang Panggang includes supporting students to recall their play experiences and 
tidying up their play equipment as learning experiences. The post-play experience 
phase is an activity designed to support students in recalling their play experiences 
by providing stimulation in the form of simple questions from the teachers at 
Elementary School 1 Pematang Panggang during the learning center. Furthermore, 
students are taught to tidy up their play equipment as a learning experience, fostering 
discipline and neatness in the learning center. By encouraging positive, constructive 
questions, it is hoped that students will become more communicative, confident, and 
able to argue appropriately for their age during the learning center. With this centered 
approach to learning, everything from preparation and implementation to material 
reinforcement must be carefully prepared by the teacher to achieve the desired results, 
namely, optimizing student development stages according to their grade level at 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. 
 
Evaluation of the Center Approach Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
After implementing a series of center-based learning activities, the next step for 
teachers is to evaluate the learning process. Evaluation is conducted to measure the 
success of the learning process. Assessment activities in center-based learning at SD 
Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang are conducted in stages, starting with daily assessments 
after each center, weekly assessments at the end of each center cycle, mid-semester 
assessments, and final assessments. Based on research findings, assessments for 
center-based learning at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang are conducted from the time 
students arrive at the school until they return home. These assessments assess the level 
of student development, encompassing aspects of religious and moral values, motor 
skills, cognitive skills, language skills, and social-emotional skills. Assessments are 
obtained through teacher observations of student behavior during center-based 
learning at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang, which are collected in teacher 
observation notes and also from student work in portfolios. Evaluation of the center-
based learning approach at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang is an assessment activity 
through a data collection process used to determine the level of student development 
during center-based learning. This includes activities such as playing, drawing, 
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coloring, displaying their work, and so on. Several types of evaluation are 
implemented in center-based learning at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang, as follows: 
 
Daily Evaluation of Center-Based Learning at SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang 
 
Each day after center-based learning, SD Negeri 1 Pematang Panggang teachers 
conduct an evaluation to assess student development based on indicator achievement. 
In the center-based learning approach at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary 
School, daily evaluations of center-based learning are conducted to determine the 
effectiveness of the center-based learning approach by measuring the success of 
previously planned indicators. Student progress is evaluated at each meeting through 
a process of recording each child’s progress. Observations are conducted while 
students are playing, creating, and so on. Daily assessments are conducted after the 
lesson is completed and recorded in the daily assessment book. Daily evaluations are 
based on the achievements in the Daily Learning Implementation Plan (RPPH). The 
RPPH is a daily program plan implemented by educators each day before teaching. 
Several assessment techniques are used, including observation, conversations, 
assignments, performance, assessment of work, anecdotal recording, and portfolios. 
 
Evaluation of center-based learning approaches is conducted not only to determine 
program success but also to track student progress, as measured by the indicators 
achieved by students in the center-based learning process at Pematang Panggang 1 
Public Elementary School. To monitor student progress, teacher recording of student 
learning activities is conducted at each meeting. This allows teachers at Pematang 
Panggang 1 Public Elementary School to easily track student progress indicators 
during centered learning, as each student has different abilities. 
 
Weekly Evaluation of Center Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School 
 
At the end of the center rotation, a weekly evaluation is conducted at Pematang 
Panggang 1 Public Elementary School. Teachers assess all aspects of student 
development. During the weekly evaluation, teachers are tasked with observing every 
aspect of their students’ development. For each theme, teachers in center learning at 
Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School assess the students’ progress and 
abilities through assessments. Student assessments in center learning at Pematang 
Panggang 1 Public Elementary School are conducted to determine whether students 
understand the concepts planned and presented during playtime. Weekly 
assessments are conducted after the center rotation ends and are recorded in the 
weekly assessment rubric. Weekly evaluations at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School are based on the Weekly Learning Implementation Plan (RPPM). 
The weekly activity plan is a theme network (web) at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School. The theme network contains projects that are developed into 
learning activities. At the end of the theme, a culminating activity is held to 
demonstrate learning outcomes. The peak activity of the theme is held on Special 
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Friday, namely in the form of activities making typical Mesuji or Ogan Komering Ilir 
food, eating together, exhibitions of works, performances, harvesting, and visits. 
 
Mid-Semester Evaluation of Centered Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary 
School 
 
At mid-semester, a mid-semester evaluation is conducted in which teachers assess all 
aspects of the themes implemented up to the mid-semester. The mid-semester 
evaluation at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School, in centered learning, 
is conducted at the mid-semester. This assessment involves observing the progress of 
each theme implemented up to the mid-semester. This evaluation serves as a reference 
for teachers in developing lesson plans for each student. This learning evaluation not 
only assesses student progress in centered learning but also assesses the extent of 
teacher success in centered learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary 
School. Careful observation and accurate assessment are crucial for teachers, as these 
assessments inform the development of follow-up plans for subsequent learning. 
 
End-of-Semester Evaluation for Centered Learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School 
 
At the end of the semester, a final evaluation is conducted in which teachers assess all 
themes implemented until the end of the semester. This final evaluation is conducted 
to assess student progress throughout the semester, based on daily, weekly, and mid-
semester evaluations. The assessments during the centered learning at Pematang 
Panggang 1 Public Elementary School include not only student assessments but also 
the performance of educators and administrators, the learning program, and group 
administration. This final evaluation is based on the Semester Program (Promes) 
developed at the beginning of the school year. This final evaluation is also used to 
measure the success of the Semester Program (Promes). All evaluations of student 
progress during centered learning activities at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School are essentially a form of accountability from the educational 
institution, namely Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School, to parents. No 
matter how simple, the report must be submitted by teachers to parents. This final 
semester assessment aims to see the extent to which students have developed in 
participating in learning at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School according 
to the developmental stage and class level of students at Pematang Panggang 1 Public 
Elementary School during the learning center. 
 
D. Conclusion 
 
Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that the center-based learning 
management approach at Pematang Panggang 1 Public Elementary School is 
implemented through a comprehensive and systematic framework encompassing 
planning, organization, execution, and oversight. The key findings reveal a well-



Journal of Social Work and Science Education 
Volume 7 (1) 2026, 845-861 
E-ISSN 2723-6919, P-ISSN 2746-0827  
 

 

859 

structured model where management begins with detailed program planning for both 
learning and development. This is followed by a clear organizational structure based 
on the primary duties and functions of each staff member. The execution of programs 
is carried out in alignment with these plans, and supervision is conducted through a 
dual-layer system: internally by the school principal, and externally by the District 
Education Office Technical Implementation Unit, alongside Elementary School and 
Teacher Supervisors. The learning process itself is structured around four distinct 
centers preparation, nature, blocks and creativity, and acting and physical exercise 
rotated from Monday to Thursday, with Fridays dedicated to thematic culmination 
activities. Each daily session follows a consistent pedagogical rhythm, moving from 
morning play, to circle time, instructional input, center-based play, and concluding 
with a reflective circle. Evaluation is tiered and continuous, incorporating daily, 
weekly, mid-semester, and end-of-semester assessments to monitor progress and 
report to parents. The practical implication of this study is that a well-managed, 
center-based approach provides a robust and replicable model for early childhood 
education. By integrating structured routines with varied, play-based learning 
environments, the school effectively balances academic and developmental goals. The 
multi-level supervision ensures accountability and quality control, while the tiered 
evaluation system provides a comprehensive view of student growth. This model 
demonstrates that intentional management of time, space, and personnel can create a 
dynamic learning ecosystem that supports holistic child development. Future research 
should investigate the direct impact of this center-based model on specific student 
learning outcomes compared to traditional classroom settings. Additionally, 
exploring the adaptability of this approach in different school contexts with varying 
resources would be valuable. Finally, a deeper examination of the effectiveness of the 
external supervision mechanisms in enhancing teacher performance and curriculum 
fidelity could provide insights for educational policy and administrator training. 
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